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Anoka’s Housing and Redevelopment Authority wants to help put a brand new shine on its historic downtown. The group is gearing up for a downtown Façade Improvement Program to give $1,000 to $10,000 loans for projects that will help restore and beautify its buildings.
“We’ve done a commercial rehab loan downtown that we started years ago, … but, we’ve never really focused on the facades of our downtown,” HRA Executive Director Darin Berger said. “There’s been a lot of work obviously done. There’s great, great buildings, but there’s definitely some that can maybe use a boost. So maybe we could kind of put some money into specific facade improvements.”
The areas the HRA is going to focus on includes Jackson and Main streets from First Avenue to Seventh Avenue. Commercial buildings in the area are encouraged to reach out to the HRA, or Berger himself (dberger@ci.anoka.mn.us), to apply to the program.
All of the work applicable to the program focuses on things that are facing and visible to public rights of way. That rules out improvements like roofing and interior repairs, but includes awning replacement or installation, sign replacement or installation, exterior painting, window and door replacement and more.
“Downtown in general is just — the activity going on here and the visitors that we get, and the potential for us to be part of that improvement of that kind,” Berger said. “We want to make an impact that visitors and residents alike would see.”

